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Presentation Objectives
Audience (learners) will develop a personal definition for memorials and monuments.
Audience will view and interpret a variety of memorials/monuments. 
Audience will speculate on the idea a memorial/monument communicates.
Audience will reflect on the artist’s intent vs. the viewer’s  perception of the memorial/monument.
Audience will distinguish meaning for memorials/monuments.
Audience will consider the location of monuments and how that location influences meaning.
Audience will appraise the historic/cultural context of a memorial/monument.
Audience will evaluate financial influence, motives, and expectations set by patrons, sponsors, and governments.
Audience will compare private and public ownership of memorials/monuments once they are unveiled.
Audience will debate and defend historic and contemporary re-writes surrounding memorials/monuments.

Individual may research an issue they care about. 
Individual may create a Power Point or report sharing documentation about an issue and personal observations.
Individual may create a scale model or drawings for a memorial or monument. (Or draw one with personal hero(es)).
Individual may create a maquette (scale model) for a memorial or monument.
Audiences may create a group piece which presented together reflects multiple perspectives.

Classroom expansion would include the following:
rubric defining clear expectations, preliminary planning, creating, critique, appropriate documentation/ with sited 
references, and evaluation based on stated expectations.



Together, let’s decide: 

What is the purpose of a memorial?



Together, let’s decide: 

What is the purpose of a 
monument?



Who is memorialized or what idea 
does the monument 
communicate?

What is required for the memorial 
/ monument to go from vision to 
reality ?

When do we access the 
monument; is there “ownership” 
of the idea?

Why is the memorial/ monument 
needed?

Where should the monument be 
located; are there site 
considerations?



Who is memorialized or what idea    
does the monument communicate?

Male or Female  Black or White  Red or Yellow  Young or Old  Indigenous or Immigrant Peace or Hate  Nation or World

Free or Slave  Church or State  City or Country  Historic or Contemporary Famous or Unknown  Sports or Arts  Rich or Poo



Who is memorialized or what idea 
does the monument communicate?

QUESTIONS WORTH DISCUSSION:

• What did the person in the memorial accomplish in a 
lifetime?

• What motivated this figure’s (or group’s) actions?

• What feelings do various groups have in response to 
the  memorial?

• How does one have access to the memorial or 
monument?

• Does the idea for the monument or memorial require 
the  viewer to “learn more?”

• Are the ideas communicated by this sculpture worth 
preserving in a contemporary society?

• What is being taught to children by the presence of 
the  sculpture?



• Who financed the sculpture?
• Who acquired the location for 

the sculpture?
• Is the location on public or 

private land?
• How does the narrative of the 

sculpture change history?
• Who values the memorial and 

its story?
• Is the sculpture worth 

preserving if the narrative 
causes pain?

• Is the sculpture worth 
preserving if the context 
(location) of the sculpture could 
be changed?

• Does a contemporary society 
have the right to remove 
cultural objects or erase history?

More questions we need to consider 
about “the hero or idea” before we 
can decide how we “feel””…



Where should the 
monument be located; 

are there site 
considerations?



Is it a public or a private space?
Who “owns” the space?  How do 
you get permission to use it?

How will the audience reach the 
monument?  Who is the target 
audience?  How could the 
memorial intimidate?

Is the sculpture appropriate for 
the location?  Will it be “safe?”

Is the sculpture appropriate for 
all viewers?  Cultures, children, 
races, faiths, etc?  Will it “teach” 
important concepts? US National Mall, Washington DC, Vietnam Memorial is v-shaped “scar” shape.

We call the location 
the SITE.  If it was 
chosen specifically, 
why?



Private donations (many veterans) were used to sponsor a 
national contest and the building of “the wall.”  Maya Lin won 
with a very symbolic design.  It was SITE SPECIFIC.  She 
selected a place which appeared to slice the earth like a stab 
wound where a scar rises.  The piece is historically presented 
as war years.  Each soldier is represented by his name.  We 
see ourselves in the reflection.  Memorials like objects and 
letters are left daily.      What of women in the war?

Vietnam Veterans Memorial

In order to be built 
on the national 
mall, Congress had 
to give legislative 
permission.

Why would they 
be so protective of 
this SITE?

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Vietnam-Veterans-Memorial


How would the sculpture on the left 
“offend” or intimidate? 

Map marking Confederate Monuments by locations.

How might the location SITE or presentation 
of the sculpture communicate an idea?

Confederate-monuments

Learn more about JIM CROLearn more about JIM CROW LAWS

Jim Crow Laws by State

https://www.history.com/news/how-the-u-s-got-so-many-confederate-monuments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Jim_Crow_law_examples_by_state


Is one SITE location for the monuments pictured more 
appropriate than the other?                                           

Defend your opinion.

Virginia regiment, memorial, part of a visual map, at the exact location 
of confrontation on the Gettysburg National Battlefield.

Confederate monument, Dallas,TX.
Postcard from public park.       Speculate:  
Why was it built?  When?  Who sponsored it?



On the left is a Confederate Monument.  The one on the right is a monument honoring Black 
American troops who fought in the Civil War.  

How do they speak to the issues of the “Lost Cause?  
Lost Cause of the Confederacy

Describe the SITE they occupy.                Are there clues as to when they were erected?                      How are they honored today?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_Cause_of_the_Confederacy


Left is the “Shaw Memorial” by St. Gaudins.  Located in NY, it commemorates the first black unit, the 54th of 
Massachusetts lead by Robert Shaw.  Right is a monument located at Gettysburg Battlefield of the Virginia regiment.

How is the SITE different?  What story is told?                          What is the purpose of the SITE?   How does a SITE “heal?”

What responsibility does the viewer have to “understand” the monument?  Can one understand the sculptures without the 
context of accurate historic teaching?    (I.e.  St. Gaudins relief images are on many US minted coins.  Which ones?)



?    ?    ?    ?    ?    ?    ?    ?   ?    ?

What is required for the memorial 
/ monument to go from vision to 
reality ?  How hard is it to build?



on/exprtise, 
Vision…

I have an 
idea!

Let’s find an artist 
with expertise. And 

get permission to put 
the sculpture on the 

SITE.

It’s going to cost a lot.  We 
need to start raising 

money.  Will we ask for 
donations, grants, or civic 

funds?

There is a great SITE 
for the sculpture to 

be placed.  
Everyone will see it!

We need a competition 
where artists can share 
ideas/ concepts for this 

exact location,.
We need to think 
about the public 
and how they will 
react to the idea.

Private
Civic 

State ?

How will the 
public get to 

it?

Educational? 
Civic idea? 
Historical?

What steps need to happen?



National Mall Washington DC

To build, display, march, or gather on 
the National Mall in DC, permission 
from the National Parks System, or 
Congressional action is required.
Each Smithsonian Museum surrounds 
the area, framed by Congress on one 
end and the Lincoln Memorial on the 
other.   
What happens when space is limited?

https://www.nps.gov/nama/index.htm


The Washington Monument, designed 
by Robert Mills and eventually 
completed by Thomas Casey and the 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, honors and memorializes 
George Washington at the center of 
the nation's capital. The structure was 
completed in two phases of construction, 
one private (1848-1854) and one public 
(1876-1884).

Cows once grazed in stockyards under the Washington 
Monument on the National Mall.  Look at the dates of 
construction.  What do you notice?  Speculate as to 
why it took so long and funding was so scarce for 
construction.

Washington Monument

All memorials on the National Mall have taken a lot of 
time and effort to construct. 

ALL were controversial at the time of construction.

http://www.nps.gov/wamo/learn/historyculture/index.htm


Citizens challenge public sculptures for a wide variety of reasons.  
Why would Black Lives Matter Protestors want to challenge this 
memorial today?  Is there just cause?  Who “owns” the 
memorial?  Who decides?

Jefferson Memorial

Built near the Tidal Basin, the Jefferson Memorial was 
authorized in 1934 as part of a beautification program 
for the nation’s capital, it was opposed by many 
modernist architects, including Frank Lloyd Wright, 
who objected to its Classical design. Others objected 
to the destruction of cherry trees (for which the city 
was famous) and protested by chaining themselves to 
trees they thought would be lost; still others feared 
that the monument would obliterate the spectacular 
vista of the Potomac River.

https://spectator.org/thomas-jefferson-statue-removal-progressives-classical-liberalism-slavery-founding/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Frank-Lloyd-Wright
https://www.britannica.com/place/Potomac-River


The first public memorial to United States President Abraham 
Lincoln in Washington, D.C., was a statue by Lot Flannery erected in 
front of the District of Columbia City Hall in 1868, three years after 
the Lincoln's assassination. Demands for a fitting national memorial 
had been voiced since the time of Lincoln's death. Nov 20 2019
Architect: Henry Bacon (architect), Daniel Chester French (sculptor)
Architectural style: Greek Revival
Built: 1914–1922
Location: West End of National Mall, Washington, D.C.

Speculate:  
Why are so many events, 
protests and marches in this 
area of DC near the Lincoln 
Memorial? 

Why does the pool have its 
name? It is called “the 
reflecting pool.”

Why are so many memorials 
in this country built in the 
classical style?

Lincoln Memorial

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Lot+Flannery&filters=sid%3a91cdf7f0-5682-cc41-ecfb-b51ea62a52e9&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=District+of+Columbia+City+Hall&filters=sid%3ae26ebf96-3483-20ea-181f-e6554ccfa3c5&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Henry+Bacon+wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Daniel+Chester+French+wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Greek+Revival+architecture+wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Washington,+D.C.+wikipedia


Korean Memorial

The USA was involved in the Korean War in the 1950s.  A memorial 
to commemorate it was not dedicated until 1995.  What caused 
delays?  What other memorials were already in existence on the 
National Mall when the Korean War Memorial was erected?  How 
was this memorial influenced by other designs.  How is it more 
“traditional” as a war memorial?                      

https://www.defense.gov/Experience/Korean-War-Memorial/


FDR Memorial

Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt was elected 
president four terms.  
His wife Eleanor was 
the first delegate to the 
UN.  He led the US 
through the Great 
Depression and WWII.

During his 
life he said 
he only 
wanted a 
slab for a 
desk as a 
memorial!
Where is 
the “desk” 
now?

FDR was crippled by Polio.  He spent his adult 
life in a wheelchair.  When the US built his 

memorial, he was covered by his cape.  The 
disabled protested, and a wheelchair sculpture 

was finally added.  

Added near to 
National Mall near 
Tidal Basin. 1997

https://www.nps.gov/frde/index.htm


The World War II Memorial honors the 16 million who 
served in the armed forces of the U.S., the more than 
400,000 who died, and all who supported the war effort 
from home. Symbolic of the defining event of the 20th 
Century.  WWII was fought in the early 1940s. 
Why was it built after wars that followed it?  
Why does it have two “theaters? 
Why is it urgent that veterans are honored at this place?

Why would it be vandalized?

WW 2 Memorial

https://www.wwiimemorial.com/Facts/Facts.aspx


The MLK Memorial is the newest on the US National 
Mall.  What do you think the form symbolizes? Why 
is in three pieces?  It is near the Tidal Bason.  Why do 
you think MLK faces the Jefferson Memorial and the 
Washington Memorial is in the background?  How is 
that symbolic?

Who is 
honoring 
MLK at the 
memorial 
site?

MLK Memorial

Fifteen

http://www.newsweek.com/martin-luther-king-jr-quotes-still-resonate-todays-america-


When do we access the memorial/ 
monument; is there “ownership” of 
the idea? Do we 
choose to see it?



The Emancipation Memorial, also 
known as the Freedman's Memorial or 
the Emancipation Group is a monument 
in Lincoln Park in the Capitol 
Hill neighborhood of Washington, D.C. It 
was sometimes referred to as the 
"Lincoln Memorial" before the more 
prominent so-named memorial was 
dedicated in 1922.[3] [4]

Designed and sculpted by Thomas 
Ball and erected in 1876, the monument 
depicts Abraham Lincoln holding a copy 
of his Emancipation 
Proclamation freeing a male African 
American slave modeled on Archer 
Alexander. The ex-slave is depicted on 
one knee, about to stand up, with one 
fist clenched, shirtless and broken 
shackles at the president's feet.[3]

The Emancipation Memorial statue was 
funded by the wages of freed 
slaves. Reference:   Wikipedia

Recently, this sculpture has been questioned as “politically correct.”  Speculate
as to why people think it is objectionable.  After reading a bit of educational 
information to the right, does your opinion change?    If so, why or why not?  Do 
meanings change over time?  When and how might the site be altered to help 
the viewer understand the piece historically and in a contemporary setting?

How much 
responsibility does the 
sculptor have?

What care does the 
viewer need to “judge” 
the “correctness” of a 
piece of art?

Does time altar its 
meaning or 
interpretation?

What is the “life” of an 
idea? 

Should we change the 
idea? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Park_(Washington,_D.C.)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitol_Hill,_Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Memorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emancipation_Memorial#cite_note-Rodney_3-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emancipation_Memorial#cite_note-nps-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Ball_(artist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emancipation_Proclamation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archer_Alexander
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emancipation_Memorial#cite_note-Rodney_3-3


On the left is the Vietnam Nurses’ Memorial which is 
near the National Vietnam Memorial.  When was it 
added to the mall? What happened to get it built?  
Where is it? The sculpture on the right was built in Knoxville, Tennessee.  It 

depicts the Women's’ Suffrage Movement when Tennessee 
became the final state to ratify the US Constitution in the form 
of the 19th Amendment. 1920 women got their voting rights.

Try to find some of 
the names of 
women who were 
sculpted or 
memorialized with 
monuments.

Why do you think 
there are fewer 
numbers of 
women portrayed?

Find and list 
the states that 
have Suffrage 
monuments.



When the US invaded Iraq we took down their 
sculptures of Saddam Hussain.    Is that ethical?  Why or 
why not?

When the Soviet Union broke up and their Communist 
government was challenged, the citizens tore down 
sculptures, including those of Lenin.  What were their 
motives?

Under what conditions do you feel sculptures may 
be removed?
Whom may decide which sculptures shall be 
removed?
How are such decisions being made by citizens?
How do citizens dialogue about issues?
How do we show respect for the views of all 
cultures or societies involved?



Gutzon Borglum, who 
designed and carved Mt. 
Rushmore carved 
Jefferson Davis, 
Stonewall Jackson, and 
Robert E. Lee on the side 
of Stone Mountain.  
Others finished the work, 
adding details until 1972.

Stone Mountain, Georgia.  Mountain height 1686 ft. 
(five Niagara Falls)  The carving is visible from interstates 
and is east of Atlanta. The state of Georgia owns the 
park and recreational facilities at its base.
It was finished in 1963 at the height of the Civil Rights 
Movement.  The KKK selected the specific SITE for the 
memorial.  They financed and paid for the sculpture.  
Why did they want it carved here? When would we see 
it?                                      The Guardian 
More info:
“Stone Mountain, A Monumental Dilemma”  by Debra 
McKinney   INTELLIGENCE REPORT  Southern Poverty 
Law Center, Spring 2018//issue 164



Top of Stone Mountain is a hiking area, public state park 
and a favorite attraction in Georgia. 
Why do some people not feel welcome?

The KKK has been know to meet there and burn 
crosses.  They funded the carving of Jefferson Davis, 
Robert E. Lee, and Stonewall Jackson pictured in stone.

Speculate:  Is this SITE for a public sculpture good or 
questionable?         Defend your opinion.



At their best…
Why is a memorial/monument needed?

What other purposes do you think they fulfill? 
If the memorial/ monument is “public” should all purposes be honored?

Unite us

Teach us 
our history

Help us 
Heal

Promote 
Values

Speak for 
Cultures

Make 
Truth 
Visible? ?

? ?



Why do you think these Southern ladies who are 
members of the Daughters of the Confederacy are 
standing on these steps for their photograph?

After the Civil War soldiers were simply sent home 
when General Grant and Robert E. Lee signed the 
peace terms at Appomattox Court House.  

Some Southern women wanted to honor their 
ancestors who fought to keep the system slavery.  At 
the turn of the century, the 1900s, the group called, 
Daughters of the Confederacy raised funds or 
sponsored many of the memorials and monuments 
in the south we see today.  They honor the Civil War 
and the soldiers who chose to fight against the 
United States of America.  To make the “message 
and meaning” more acceptable, the idea of the 
South fought the “Lost Cause” was promoted.  

How do you think their presence made black citizens 
living in the south feel?

In 2020 which was the 
most current Southern 
state to take state 
congressional action to 
design a new state flag?



This is a statue of Frederick Douglas.  He was a freed 
slave who was a writer and advocate to abolish slavery.  
He was a peer of Abraham Lincoln.  He lived in New 
York State.

Many sculptures have “nameplates” with a title, 
sculptor’s name, dates, etc.  Sometimes that little 
bit of information is just not enough.  This sculpture 
is “interactive.”  It you press a button by his hand, 
Douglas will “speak” to you.  You will learn about 
his beliefs and dreams for black people.

There are other ways for sculptures to be 
interactive too.  Can you think of some ways you 
might use your cell phone?  Or can you go on-line 
and find examples from museums or other contexts 
that have informed the viewer?

Why is it IMPORTANT for the viewer to try to learn 
more about the sculpture, subject, or its location?



National Statuary Hall

In the Congress Rotunda you find Statuary Hall.  
Each state may give two sculptures to represent 
each of 50 states.  

Find the current list.  Which sculptures might 
come into question in this period of history?  Are 
some being removed or replaced?  Why?

How do individual states decide who will represent 
their history in a statue?  Why do the states want 
to decide what is submitted?

Tally some statistics: 

How many are female to male?
How many careers are represented?
How many figures are contemporary?
How many statues represent different races?
Can you come up with more categories?



What did gold and the Six Grandfathers have to do with the 
selection of the SITE for the monument? 

In 1925 South Dakota 
commissioned Gutzon Borglum 
in Keystone, South Dakota.  He 
was an immigrant from 
Denmark. Four presidents are 
carved onto a face of the Black 
Hills.  It was carved with 
dynamite and you can see the 
waste rubble below.  If you could 
place four of your heroes on the 
cliff, who would you select?  
Why?

Why was it carved as a tourist 
attraction to help the state 
economy.  Why do you think 
these four presidents are 
depicted?  Would you select 
others?  Why?



The Crazy Horse carving is being done today near Mt. Rushmore.  The 
figure looks in the direction of the four presidents.  Why might that 
imply meaning?
This is a sacred area to the Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota Sioux nations. 
They are the indigenous people of this land.  The Black Hills hold respect 
and hallowed significance to their culture.  How do you think they feel 
about the monument?  What voice did they have in the decision making 
done by the state of South Dakota? What did gold and the Six 
Grandfathers have to do with the selection of the SITE for the 
monument?  What is Ruby Ridge today?  What is in jeopardy?

Mount Rushmore

Today S. Dakota is carving an image of Crazy Horse 
who was an Lakota Sioux spiritual leader and warrior 
in the 1840s.  Look up his leadership.  Should the 
presence of this new carving make Native Americans 
feel better that the Black Hills were carved up for 
tourists? Why?

Can you find out why the carvers are seen in the left 
picture?



Why are sculptures used in religions?  
Do all religions have sculptures which illustrate their beliefs?  
If a political sculpture is placed near a house of worship, by a university chapel, or other 
religious space, do conflicts arise?  Explain.

"Separation of church and state" is a legal principle in the 
United States, which is related to, but not found within, the 
First Amendment to the United States Constitution, in the Bill 
of Rights. The First Amendment reads: "Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof..."

How do Judaism 
and Islam view 
sculptures from 
their faith 
perspectives?



May 21, 1972, Laszlo Toth, a 33-year-old Australian geologist, slipped 
into St. Peter's Basilica in Rome, part of the crowd attending the 
Whitsunday Mass. As the faithful waited for the Pope's blessing, Toth 
dashed past the guards, vaulted a marble balustrade, and attacked 
Michelangelo's Vatican Pieta with a sledgehammer, shouting "I am Jesus 
Christ!" With fifteen blows (one for each minute of his fame?), 
he removed the Virgin's arm at the elbow, knocked off a chunk of her 
nose, and chipped one of her eyelids.
Although art historians wept over the damage, and the media decried 
Toth as a cultural terrorist, radicals hailed his "gentle hammer" with cries 
of "No more masterpieces!" Toth was, briefly, a sensation. But whatever 
he meant to say by mutilating the Pieta, he has been silenced by art-
restorationist and his pots of marble dust and glue. In just a few months, 
de Campos and his team reattached the Virgin's arm, smoothed over her 
eyelid, and rebuilt her nose. She looks the same now as she ever did, 
gazing down at the cold marble flesh of her beloved son, a sheet of 
bullet-proof glass the only reminder of Toth's assault.  Michelangelo 
would weep to think people could not longer approach the image of the 
dead Christ being held by his mother Mary.  Toth was found insane and 
hospitalized.

What lasting consequences are there when a sculpture is damaged?
Why are future generations effected?  
Why are “protestors” treated differently?  What consequences should be enforced?

http://www.halcyon.com/robinja/mythos/KarenEliot.html
http://www.nativefish.org/Articles/grayling.htm
http://www.halcyon.com/robinja/mythos/KarenEliot.html


2020 Christopher 
Columbus sculpture 
on the MN State 
Capitol grounds was 
toppled by 
protestors.

Across the US, statues of Christopher 
Columbus were toppled by protestors in 
many states?  Who would have found them 
offensive?  Why?

Why is vandalism by graffiti in any form 
acceptable?  (RR car, school desk, building, 
sculpture, social media, etc.)  Under what 
circumstances does it move from prank to 
protest?  What are the consequences for 
governments in responding to these actions?  
Throughout history and cultures, people have 
left graffiti, carved their names, or made 
opinions known in this way.  Why?  What does 
it accomplish?         Defend your opinions.

Can you list the 
states which 
have had their 
Columbus 
statues 
vandalized of 
toppled?



Since the protests following Black Lives 
Matter in the spring of 2020, many 
monuments have been removed.  Some 
were damaged, vandalized, and toppled.  
Others were removed by the legal action 
of local governments.

An excellent resource on the process one city 
went through to remove Confederate 
Monuments is IN THE SHADOW OF STAUES.  It 
was written by a southern raised man who 
became mayor of New Orleans.  His name is 
Mitch Landrieu.  The sculptures were 
removed secretly and placed in an 
undisclosed hiding place.  Why?  The mayor 
retells how he came to see that their 
presence caused intimidation in his 
multicultural city. How was he influenced?
ISBN 978-0-525-55944-3

In your location, how would you approach 
city government to move a sculpture?  Are 
there other options for use after removal?



IN THE SHADOW OF STATUES 
by Mitch Landrieu, mayor of New Orleans 

“a white southerner confronts history” 
Viking Press 2018

QUOTES:

“You see—New Orleans is truly a city of many nations, a melting pot, a 
bubbling cauldron of many cultures.”
M. Landrieu
“A great nation does not hide its history.  It faces its flaws and corrects 
them.”     G.W. Bush
“First erected over 166 years after the end of the Civil War, the 
monuments that we took down were meant to rebrand the history of our 
city and the ideals of a defeated Confederacy.  
It is self-evident that these men did not fight for the United States of 
America, they fought against it.  They were not patriots.  
These statues are not just stone and metal.  They are not just innocent 
remembrances of a benign history.
These monuments purposefully celebrate a fictional, sanitized 
Confederacy; ignoring the death, ignoring the enslavement, and the 
terror that it actually stood for.
After the Civil War, these statues were a part of that terrorism as much as 
a burning cross on someone’s lawn; they were erected purposefully to 
send a strong message  to all who walked in their shadows about who 
was still in charge in this city…..I want to gently peel from your hands the 
grip on a false narrative of our history that I think weakens us.”   
M. Landrieu

Mitch Landrieu Speech

https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/full-speech-mitch-landrieu-addresses-removal-of-confederate-statues/2017/05/31/cbc3b3a2-4618-11e7-8de1-cec59a9bf4b1_video.html#:%7E:text=On%20May%2019%2C%202017%2C%20New%20Orleans%20Mayor%20Mitch,supporters%20of%20the%20%22Cult%20of%20the%20Lost%20


National Memorial for Peace and Justice
Montgomery, Alabama, 

art review next slide

What do the 
slabs 
represent?  
Who built 
this 
monument?

Why are the images so 
painful?

Peace and Justice Memorial

https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/


NEWS:

National Memorial for 
Peace and Justice opened 
in 2018, Montgomery, AL
There is also a teaching 
museum about slavery and 
the issues of incarceration.  
The museum is in 
downtown Montgomery.  
It is housed in an old slave 
warehouse where black 
slaves were held prior to 
auction on the same 
street.

Why is this memorial 
timely and pertinent 
today?

Peace and Justice Legacy

https://www.bing.com/search?q=websit+legacy+museum+montgomery+al


Are you thinking about sculptures differently now?  Have you 
learned that knowing the historic context when a sculpture is 
created, or knowing the “intent” of the artist or art sponsors is 
enlightening?  You may not understand the meaning “visible” in the 
sculpture if you only give it a glance.  Your snap-judgement about 
the work may not be truthful.  You, the viewer, must bring a keen 
eye and sensitivity.  You may even have to research to gain full 
clarity and understanding.  So here we are in early 2020.  George 
Floyd died in Minneapolis, and hundreds upon hundreds proceeded 
him in martyrdom.  People have grieved, marched, rioted, and 
joined hands across races and cultures to protest.  Some have seen 
public sculptures as intimidation and symbols of embedded hatred.  
They have asked for them to be removed, have toppled others, or 
have vandalized them with paint and graffiti.  Others have been 
appalled by such actions.  They see the symbols through other 
political lenses.  This Power Point should not be used to inflame the 
issues.  It is meant to give you new perspectives to apply to old 
questions.  It is hoped that the discussion and the debate continue.  
Art, at its best, stimulates public discourse.

Again:  
Images are copyrighted and only may be used 
for educational purposes.

Paula Decker Benfer is the artist/teacher who 
authored this Power Point.  She is available for 
group instruction

mycellarstudio@gmail.com
My Cellar Studio LLC.

Minnesota State Capitol

mailto:mycellarstudio@gmail.com
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